


What are the SATs?

SATs  stands for Statutory Assessment Tests

They are formal tests that children take at the 

end of  Key Stage 2 in English (Reading and 

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar - SPaG) and 

Mathematics.  

They are national examinations taken by Year 6 

pupils across the country at the same time.  



What are the SATs?

When the results are returned to the school in 
mid-July, each pupil will receive a score that is 
benchmarked against all other Year 6 pupils in 
the country. 

This score will inform pupils and parents 
whether they are working below, at or above the 
national standard expected at the end of  Year 6. 
Each score will also show how much progress a 
pupil has made since Year 2.   



Why do we do them?

They are statutory.

They are part of  the National Curriculum for Key Stage Two; children 
answer questions about what they have been taught in Years 3/4/5/6.

They are the government’s way of  measuring how well schools are 
performing.

They are used to set targets for pupils into KS3 and KS4 and are 
used by some secondary schools for ‘setting’ when the children 
enter Year 7.  

They are used by secondary schools to identify children who may 
need to consolidate their understanding of  the KS2 curriculum 
before moving on.  



Our approach to SATs …

Whilst we recognise that these tests have an importance –
and children should always try their best in whatever they 
do – the Year 6 curriculum (like all other years) is topic-
based and we ensure the knowledge, skills and 
understanding needed is taught in the most fun and 
engaging way. 

Until now, staff  have consciously minimised reference to 
the SATs so that Year 6 does not become ‘the SATs year.’

Specific SATs preparation only starts in earnest after 
Easter once we have covered the KS2 National Curriculum 
fully.



Our approach to SATs …

We want the children’s first exam experience to be a 

positive one so they approach all future academic 

testing (at secondary school and beyond) just as 

positively.  

This approach – in addition to support at home – has 

been really successful from both an academic and a 

wellbeing point of  view in previous years.  Governors 

who have monitored the SATs have noted the 

children’s calm, confident and enthusiastic manner.  



When are they?

National testing week for KS2 begins on 13th May 2024 and 
last for four days:

- Monday 13th May

- Tuesday 14th May

- Wednesday 15th May

- Thursday 16th May

The school cannot change these dates.  They are set by 
the Department for Education.  



Time Table for The Week

Date Type of  Test

Monday 13th May English:

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Test

Tuesday 14th May English:

Reading

Wednesday 15th May Mathematics – Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

Mathematics – Paper 2 (Reasoning)

Thursday 16th May Mathematics – Paper 3 (Reasoning)



This test assess the children’s knowledge and 
understanding in grammar, punctuation and spelling.

This test is out of  70 marks:

- Paper 1: Grammar and Punctuation (50 marks) 
Pupils have 45 minutes to complete the test

- Paper 2: Spelling (20 marks)

Pupils’ independent writing is assessed by teachers.

English: Spelling, Punctuation 

and Grammar (SPaG)



English: Spelling, Punctuation and 

Grammar (SPaG)



English: Spelling, Punctuation and 

Grammar (SPaG)



English: Spelling, Punctuation and 

Grammar (SPaG)



abundance

unavoidably

dissolve

ominous

English: Spelling, Punctuation and 

Grammar (SPaG)



English: Reading

Children are given a reading booklet with three texts.  
The texts are not about the same topic.  The first text 
is the easiest; the second is intermediate; and the 
third is more challenging.  

After the children have read the first text, they 
answer 10-15 comprehension questions on what they 
have read.  They then do the same for the next two 
texts.  

They have 60 minutes to complete approximately 35 
questions totalling 50 marks. 



Children can refer back to the texts in the reading booklet 
throughout the test.

There are different types of  questions throughout the test.  
Some require very short responses, whereas others are 
more open and need a longer, more detailed response.

Questions are worth 1, 2 or 3 marks each.

It is very challenging to achieve the new expected Year 6 
standard in this test due to the time limit!

English: Reading











Mathematics Tests

There are three parts to the mathematics test

 - Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes) - 40 marks

 - Paper 2: Reasoning (40 minutes) - 35 marks

 - Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes) - 35 marks

Children’s marks from all three tests are added together 

to calculate their overall mathematics score.



Mathematics Tests

 
No calculators are allowed in any of  the 

mathematics tests. 

The questions in all three papers increase in 

difficulty as the pupils work through the answer 

booklet. 

The arithmetic paper replaces the ‘Mental Test’ 

from previous years.  



Paper 1: Arithmetic – 30 mins (36 Qs, 40 marks)



Paper 1: Arithmetic – 30 mins (36 Qs, 40 marks)



Paper 1: Arithmetic – 30 mins (36 Qs, 40 marks)



Papers 2 & 3: Reasoning (45 mins each, total of  70 marks)



Papers 2 & 3: Reasoning (45 mins each, total of  70 marks)



Papers 2 & 3: Reasoning (45 mins each, total of  70 marks)



How can you help at home?

We have purchased revision guides for every pupil 

taking the SATs.  

We would like your child to work through the booklets 

over the Easter period.

There are answers at the back … for mums and dads!



Revision Tips

Revision ensures children are calm, confident and 
‘stress-free’ in SATs week.

Revise ‘little and often’.  15 - 20 minutes per day, or 
one topic per day, is the best approach – only revise 
topics that have been covered (we haven’t quite 
finished the curriculum yet). 

Make a revision timetable so it becomes part of  the 
daily routine between now and the SATs.  



Revision Tips

Revise straight after school rather than late into the 
evening.  

Try to keep the momentum going!  Revision mustn’t stop 
after a few weeks or when the evenings get lighter.

Pupils need to revise everything … not just the things 
they’re good at or find easy.

Revise together!  Revision is not a test.  Revision only really 
works at this age when children do it with their parents.  



Revision homework

The homework you have received until now will cease – we would 
like the children to be revising from the revision guides instead.  

I will be asking to see the children’s books on a weekly basis. House 
points will be awarded for completion. 

After Easter, the children will be following a revision timetable. Every 
day we will have a 90 minute reading and SPaG session and a 75 
minute maths session with daily arithmetic practice and reasoning, 
revisiting all areas of  maths. 



Test week

Make sure children are properly rested – being alert 
and ready is really important.

Think about reducing screen time late into the evening 
– screens before bed have been proven to stop 
children sleeping and reduce concentration the 
following day.  

Encourage children to eat a healthy breakfast so they 
are ready for the day ahead – breakfast club will be at 
8:15 on SATs days. (Further information to follow) 
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