A very big welcome back to you all!
I hope you all had a great summer and are raring to go once again!
I am really looking forward to working with your child and this wonderful class once again in their final year
at Bliss Charity School. Year 6 is a very important time for your child to develop not only their academic
skills but to also get them ready for their transition to secondary school.
This is such an exciting year, with lots of hard work, but there is also so much fun to be had along the way.
Here’s to a great year ahead!
Mr. Colton and Mrs. John

If you have any questions after reading through this, please either ring the school office who will arrange a
time for me to call you back or email and I will get back to you as soon as I can:
office@bliss.northants.sch.uk

Staffing
Mr. Colton – Class Teacher
Mrs/ John – Class TA
Teaching
Every morning
Mr. Colton and Mrs. John in Class 6
Tuesday afternoon – PPA
RE, French and Music

Timetable
(general overview - subject to change)

Class 6 Curriculum
At The Bliss Charity School, we believe that children learn best when lessons are fun, enjoyable and
relevant. Our creative, topic-driven curriculum aims to deliver the national curriculum in an engaging, crosscurricular way, giving our pupils a broad and balanced range of enriching learning experiences as they
progress through the school.
Our curriculum is topic-based, with subject-specific content and objectives from the national curriculum
threaded together into termly topics. While there is some discrete subject-based teaching, most learning
is linked together through the topics for each term.

Term 1: Birds of Prey
We start the year with an exciting NEW Birds of Prey topic! From eagles to falcons and talons
to beaks, Class 6 will be learning everything about the raptors that rule the sky.
In Science, the children will learn about variation and adaptation. They will be able to explore
how both Charles Darwin and Alfred Wallace separately developed their theories of evolution.
They will examine the scientific evidence from birds of prey that has been gathered to support
the theory of evolution.
As part of our Geography lessons, the children will be studying the location of English counties
and researching what impact the growing population has had on the number of birds of prey in
the UK.
In Guided Reading, the children will be reading and comprehending the text Eagle Warrior by
Gill Lewis.

As part of the school’s creative curriculum, the children will also be making Birds of Prey clay
tiles in DT and producing lots of Art based upon the work of famous wildlife artists.
The children may even get to see some real life birds of prey! 😊

Maths
We maintain focus on the 2 strands of maths:
• Arithmetic (Calculations)
• Reasoning - application of maths skills to solve problems.
Times table fluency is vital for success in so many areas of maths,
e.g. scaling, fractions, percentages, ratio. They take time and effort
to learn – regular practice using apps such as ‘Hit the button’ and
‘Squeebles’ as well as more traditional methods (e.g. reciting them in
order as fast as possible, singing them) will help them to stick.
Maths homework will focus on reinforcing children’s mathematical
strategies and problem-solving skills.

Literacy - Writing
• Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar – Children will continue to deepen
their knowledge of grammatical terminology through targeted
sessions.
• Children will do lots of topic based writing, using interesting texts
and real-life contexts to make writing meaningful and based within
their realm of knowledge.
• Children will have their own individual literacy targets to work
towards; children will be encouraged to review their own work and
assess their progress towards achieving these.
• Every time children write, they will follow the process of:
Plan → Draft → Edit & Improve
• Writing skills will be encouraged across the curriculum not just in
literacy lessons.

Literacy - Reading
• Children will take part in guided reading sessions with myself or Mrs. John every week.
Books will be topic linked to reinforce children’s learning and support their acquisition of
subject related knowledge.
• A mixture of genres will be studied over the year.
• In guided reading groups, children all read the same text and answer comprehension
questions to develop their analytical skills – there will be less scaffolding as the year goes
on.
• Some children will be given the text to read in advance of their session to support their
learning and give them added confidence.

• Some children may be asked to finish reading and/or answer questions in their own time
between sessions.
• Reading can be best supported by encouraging lots of reading at home both independently
and shared with siblings/ yourselves.

• Children are never too old to be read to! Reading to/with your child may allow them to
access texts which they cannot access by themselves yet. These make great talking points
and help them to develop a love for reading which they may not develop otherwise.

Reading Records
• Every child has received a new reading record. By Year 6, children should be
responsible for filling this in themselves.
• Reading records contain lots of information pages for pupils and
parents/carers, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A guide to reading with your child
Questions to ask your child when reading together
Vocabulary building
Reading rewards
Behaviour and anti-bullying guidance
Metacognition and house points
School uniform
Multiplication tables
Kinetic letters
Packed lunch guidance

• In Class 6, reading records will be checked every Monday. Children reading 5
times a week or more will move around our reading achievement board.
• Please ensure your child looks after their reading record. A replacement
reading record will cost £3.50.

Reading Records
• We have kept the reading rewards the same this
year and look forward to seeing them through to
the end this time. Children will receive special
stickers for 10, 20 and 30 weeks to stick into
the back page of their records!

Reading at home
• Children should read independently
and/or to an adult for at least 20
minutes 5 times a week. It is really
beneficial for children to still read
aloud to someone regularly however
good their reading.
• Children should be encouraged to
fill out their own reading record
and take ownership of it however
we love adult comments too.
Reading records will be taken in and
checked on a Monday.
• Children need to read five times or
more each week. When they
achieve this over 10 weeks, they
will receive a bronze sticker; over
20 weeks, a silver sticker; over 30
weeks, a gold sticker; and over 40
weeks, an individual prize.

Vocabulary building
Having a wide vocabulary is an expectation of the National Curriculum for both reading and writing.
It is really important that children begin to build their vocabulary from a young age.
When reading with your child, encourage them to spot new words – when you/they reach the end of a sentence
or paragraph, ask them about interesting words:

Do you know what that means?
What do you think it might mean?
What do you think the word might mean in that sentence?

Encourage them to make a good guess by reading the sentence again – what might the word mean if it is being
used in that way?
If they are not sure, you can explain or look together in a dictionary/ using a dictionary app.
Then why not see if you/ they can use the new word over the next few days?
Build a love of words and language together ☺

Homework
• Reading - This is the most important homework you can do and ideally is for at least 20
minutes, 5 times a week. Checked on a Monday.
• Times tables will continue to be tested. Please practise times tables and the related division
facts at home. These should be automatic!
• Spellings – Children will be given words to practise ready for a spelling test on a Monday.
One piece of class homework will always be set on a Friday and due in by the following Friday at
the latest.
Throughout the term, the children will be given some topic-based homework where they will be expected
to produce a double-page project on the given topic. We will always discuss ideas in class first and the
children will be given suggestions for what should be included. These are a great opportunity for children
to develop their writing techniques and targets and engage their metacognitive skills and attitudes –
best efforts will always be rewarded.

Behaviour and anti-bullying
Pupil conduct and behaviour at The Bliss Charity School is very good and the
children all get along really well with each other the vast majority of the time.
However, there will be
occasions when pupils ‘fall
out’ and someone becomes
upset.
When this happens, it is
important for both children
and parents/carers to
respond in the correct way
so that any issues are
resolved as quickly as
possible. Please encourage
children to talk to someone
at school so their issue can
be resolved as quickly as
possible.

Handwriting
At The Bliss Charity School we use the
Kinetic Letters handwriting scheme.
Kinetic Letters is a holistic approach to
handwriting: it combines physical, bodystrengthening exercises and motor skills
preparation with dynamic movements for
learning letter shapes and sensory
experiences for memory and recall.
In Year 6, children will be consolidating basic
letter formation and sizing then focus on to
joining when they are ready.

Classroom uniform

PE uniform – Children should come dressed ready for PE every Mon & Wed
Please have both indoor and outdoor kit in school on these days as it may
change.

Lunchbox
guidance
At The Bliss Charity School we support healthy eating and good
hydration. Both help children to concentrate, learn and to develop
lifelong healthy habits.
Our information sheet in the reading record gives guidance on
packing up a school lunch for your child. “Brilliant Lunchbox Basics”
tells you what to include daily in your child’s lunchbox and “Lunchbox
Limits” tells you the foods we are asking not to be
provided.
Our aim is for every child to have a healthy lunch at school, but
ultimately we hope the children will learn how to select healthy
foods for themselves.
Time will be given after every break time for children to eat a snack
– these should be healthy i.e. not include chocolate and be low in
sugar. Good choices include fresh or dried fruit, vegetables, malt
loaf or savoury rice cakes. Cereal bars are not great as they tend to
be very high in sugar.

Attendance
Children with high attendance
achieve more. This is because
they can build on their learning
progressively.
Whilst children do sometimes
have to be off of school
because of illness, please do
not book holidays during termtime. Holidays will not be
authorised.

Metacognition
Metacognition is about encouraging children to take responsibility for their own learning and to become more selfmotivated as a result.

All skills and attitudes are displayed in the classroom and will be linked in to lessons.
Children will be given a token when they display a skill or attitude in the classroom, in their work or around the school/
in the playground.

