Mrs. Byrne, Mrs. Sharp and Mrs. Griffiths are very much looking forward to working with your children in Class 4
this year.
If you have any questions after reading through this presentation, please ring the school office and they will
arrange a time for Mrs. Byrne or Mrs. Sharp to either call you back or meet in person.
Many thanks,
Class 4 Teaching Team

Staffing
Monday and Tuesday:
Mrs. Byrne with Mrs. Griffiths.
Wednesday a.m.
Mrs. Byrne with Mrs. Griffiths until 11:00
Mrs. Davis (HLTA) with Mrs. Griffiths 11:00-12:00 (PPA time)
Wednesday p.m. and Thursday, Friday*
Mrs. Sharp with Mrs. Griffiths
(* Friday from 2:45 p.m. Mrs. Sharp has PPA time)

Timetable (subject to change.)

Classroom Routines
• Children will continue to be asked to wash their hands before eating
snacks/ lunch.
• Children will be given the opportunity to eat a healthy snack at break
time each day – please check our healthy eating guidance to see what
is permitted.
• Children will be able to change their books on a daily basis – book
bands will be re-assessed and assigned in the first couple of weeks.
• Children will have daily opportunities to practise their times tables
every morning using the Emile app – we will let you know which times
table your child should be practising at home.

Communication
Phoning/ emailing the office is the best way to contact
us – they will set up a time when we can meet in person
or one of us can phone you back.
For anything important during the school day, again,
please contact the office: office@bliss.northants.sch.uk

Class 4 Curriculum
At The Bliss Charity School, we believe that children learn best when lessons are fun, enjoyable and relevant. Our creative, topic-driven
curriculum aims to deliver the national curriculum in an engaging, cross-curricular way, giving our pupils a broad and balanced range of
enriching learning experiences as they progress through the school.
Our curriculum is topic-based, with subject-specific content and objectives from the national curriculum threaded together into termly
topics. While there is some discrete subject-based teaching, most learning is linked together through the topics for each term.

Term 1: India
This topic is geography based. Children will be using maps to locate India’s global location
and then zooming in closer to India itself and looking at physical and human features in this
vast and differing country. This will be linked to literacy where they will be reading and
recreating Indian myths and legends. There will also be links to RE where the children will be
learning about the main religions in India and some of the beliefs, traditions and customs. In
Science, they will be introduced to life processes and living things

Term 2: It’s Electric!
This topic is science based. Children will be learning about electricity and electrical systems
(including testing and making circuits). They will be finding out about the history of
electricity and how it has changed the way we live. In art/design children will be taking on
the role of inventors and seeing if they can design the next ‘big thing’! This term we also
hope that children’s learning will be reinforced by a trip to the Think Tank in Birmingham ☺

Term 3: Here Come the Invaders
This topic is history based. Children will find out all about how the Anglo-Saxons came to settle in
Britain. They will investigate the social and geographical changes that occurred and the long term
impact this had on the nation. They will also find out about the changes in religious beliefs and how
England became a Christian country. Our class reading book for this term is Beowulf.
Art and design projects will include: Anglo-Saxon jewellery, stained glass windows and simple recipes.
In the past we have arranged a half day trip to Northampton Museum as part of this trip and will look
at doing so again this term.

Term 4: The Vikings
This topic is history based. Children learn all about how the Vikings changed the face of Anglo-Saxon
England following their invasions of the North!. Children will learn about how and why the Vikings
were such amazing explorers, traders and raiders and find out whether the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings
ever managed to live together peacefully. Our adventure ends abruptly with events of 1066. In music
this term, the class will get to learn (and hopefully perform) some fun Viking themed songs.

Term 5: Rainforests
Always one of our favourites, this geography based topic takes us to the hottest and wettest
parts of our planet. Children will learn about the world’s tropical rainforests and the
amazing variety of plant and animal life that exists there. In art they have the opportunity to
practise their observational drawing by creating paintings of different rainforest animals and
leaves, building up to a beautiful class collage.

Term 6: We are Conservationists
This topic builds brilliantly from our Term 5 topic giving children the opportunity to discover
how we can all work together to protect our amazing planet. They will be learning about the
threats faced by climate change and pollution and the difference that a few small changes
can make. At the end of this term we always try to plan a class trip linking learning from
both Term 5 and Term 6 topics, often to a zoo or wildlife park.

Literacy - Reading

• Children will take part in guided reading sessions with Mrs. Byrne, Mrs. Sharp or
Mrs. Griffiths at least once a week. Books will be topic linked to reinforce children’s
learning and support their acquisition of subject related knowledge.
• A mixture of genres will be studied over the year.
• In guided reading groups, children all read the same text and answer
comprehension questions to develop their analytical skills – there will be less
scaffolding as the year goes on.
• Some children will be given the text to read in advance of their session to support
their learning and give them added confidence. The text will be sent home on a
Friday and should be read over the weekend ready for Monday morning.
• Reading can be best supported by encouraging lots of reading at home both
independently and shared with siblings/ yourselves.
• Children are never too old to be read to! Reading to/with your child may allow
them to access texts which they cannot access by themselves yet. These make
great talking points and help them to develop a love for reading which they may
not develop otherwise.

Literacy - Writing
• Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar – Children will continue to deepen their
knowledge of grammatical terminology through targeted sessions.
• Children will continue to practise phonics to support reading and spelling;
they will also learn spelling rules during dedicated time each week.
• Children will do lots of topic based writing, using interesting texts and reallife contexts to make writing meaningful and based within their realm of
knowledge.
• Children will have their own individual literacy targets to work towards;
children will be encouraged to review their own work and assess their
progress towards achieving these.
• Every time children write, they will follow the process of:
Plan → Draft → Edit & Improve
• Writing skills will be encouraged across the curriculum not just in literacy
lessons.

Literacy - Spelling
• Children will be continuing to follow the Read Write Inc.
spelling programme. This programme looks at different
spelling rules and gives children the opportunity to practise
and learn them.
• To consolidate this work, children will be given 10 spellings
linked to the either the programme or our topic to learn
every week. They will be tested every other Friday on a
mixture of 10 words from the previous 2 weeks.
• Weekly spellings will also include words from the Year 3/4
high frequency word list.
• Children should already have brought home a list of this
term’s spellings as well as the high frequency words. Children
also have a copy of their spellings at school as we will have
opportunities to practise during the school day.

Maths
We maintain focus on children’s arithmetic and reasoning skills in these key areas
of maths:
• Place value
• Calculations
• Fractions, decimals and percentages
• Measurement
• Geometry – shape, position and direction
• Statistics (data)

Maths – Times Tables
Times table fluency is vital for success in so many areas of maths, e.g.
scaling, fractions, percentages, ratio.
Towards the end of year 4, children will take a short online test to gauge
their times tables fluency before they move into upper KS2. To help
children become more fluent, and in preparation for the test, we practise
times tables daily using an app called Emile. Each morning the children will
complete a set of questions for the times table they are learning. If, by the
end of the week, they have achieved at least 20 correct answers 3 times in
a row, the children will move on to a new set of questions the following
week. Your child should bring home a yellow slip every Friday with the
times tables they need to be practising at home.
We will, of course, continue to practise times tables through other activities
at school.
If you have any questions about the year 4 test or any other aspect of
learning times tables please let us know.

Homework
• In class 4 we very much believe that homework should be ‘meaningful’ and ‘manageable’.
• Reading - This is the most important homework you can do and ideally is for at least 15 minutes every day. Try to encourage it
in those moments of spare time e.g. whilst eating breakfast or waiting for family members to be ready.
• Times tables will continue to be tested daily using the Emile app, alongside arithmetic skills. Please practise x tables and the
related division facts at home. These should be automatic!
• Spellings – a complete list of each term’s spellings will be sent home at the start of each term. Spellings are divided up into 10
to learn each week. In class 4 we only test every 2 weeks (this will be 10 spellings taken from the previous 2 weeks). Children
will also have a copy of the spellings to keep in school as we practise every day.
• Other homework will always be set on a Friday and due in by Wednesday at the latest (for Learning Log children are
sometimes given an extra week).
• Learning logs – double page spread every 2 weeks on a theme. They should be using their research and presentation skills.
Hard work will be rewarded with metacognition tokens and all work will be shared with peers. These should be
independently written but help with research, discussion of ideas etc. should be encouraged.
• Literacy and Maths practice may be allocated on alternate weeks. Children should be attempting work independently but if
support is needed, please feel free to give it (you can always add a note on their homework). You could also encourage them
to ask for help from us. We are always willing ☺
• There is unlikely to be Learning Log and maths/literacy at the same time unless your child needs extra practise.
• We appreciate that there are sometimes reasons why homework can’t be completed.

Reading Records
• Every child has received a new reading record. By Year 4,
children should be responsible for filling this in themselves.
• Reading records contain lots of information pages for pupils
and parents/carers, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A guide to reading with your child
Questions to ask your child when reading together
Vocabulary building
Reading rewards
Behaviour and anti-bullying guidance
Metacognition and house points
School uniform
Multiplication tables
Kinetic letters
Packed lunch guidance

• In Class 4, reading records will be checked every Monday
(Tuesday at the very latest). Children reading 5 times a week or
more will receive a stamp and a house point.
• Please ensure your child looks after their reading record. A
replacement reading record will cost £3.50.

Reading Records
• The reading rewards have stayed the same this year and
we look forward to being able to presenting the extraspecial end of year awards this year! Children will
receive certificates for 10, 20 and 30 weeks, the last
page of the record is for the children to stick special
bronze, silver and gold stickers!

Literacy – Reading at home
• Reading can be best supported by encouraging lots of reading at home both
independently and shared with siblings/ yourselves.
• Research has shown that becoming a reader has little to do with reading difficult books
and everything to do with the amount of reading a child does.
• Reading is hard but stories are still appealing. Share the reading, so children only have
to do half the work. If the reading is too hard but the story is too good, just read it to
your child. Listening to things being read encourages children to read well.
• Children are never too old to be read to! Reading to/with your child may allow them to
access texts which they cannot access by themselves yet. These make great talking
points and help them to develop a love for reading which they may not develop
otherwise.
• The expectation in Class 4 is that children are involved in reading for at least fifteen
minutes at home five times a week (every day if possible!).

Vocabulary building
Having a wide vocabulary is an expectation of the National Curriculum for both reading and writing.
It is really important that children begin to build their vocabulary from a young age.
When reading with your child, encourage them to spot new words – when you/they reach the end of a sentence or paragraph,
ask them about interesting words:

Do you know what that means?
What do you think it might mean?
What do you think the word might mean in that sentence?

Encourage them to make a good guess by reading the sentence again – what might the word mean if it is being used in that way?
If they are not sure, you can explain or look together in a dictionary/ using a dictionary app.
Then why not see if you/ they can use the new word over the next few days?
Build a love of words and language together ☺

Behaviour and anti-bullying
Pupil conduct and behaviour at The Bliss Charity School is very good and the children all get
along really well with each other the vast majority of the time.
However, there will be
occasions when pupils ‘fall
out’ and someone
becomes upset.
When this happens, it is
important for both children
and parents/carers to
respond in the correct way
so that any issues are
resolved as quickly as
possible.

Handwriting
At The Bliss Charity School we use the Kinetic
Letters handwriting scheme.

Kinetic Letters is a holistic approach to handwriting:
it combines physical, body-strengthening exercises
and motor skills preparation with dynamic
movements for learning letter shapes and sensory
experiences for memory and recall.
For young children, it is good fun too, as they learn
letter formation stories for ‘brave’ monkey and
‘scared’ monkey to help them recognise where to
begin each letter.

Classroom uniform

PE uniform – Children in class 4 should come dressed ready for PE every
Monday and Thursday.

Lunchbox
guidance
At The Bliss Charity School we support healthy eating
and good hydration. Both help children to concentrate,
learn and to develop lifelong healthy habits.
Our information sheet in the reading record gives
guidance on packing up a school lunch for your child.
“Brilliant Lunchbox Basics” tells you what to include
daily in your child’s lunchbox and “Lunchbox Limits”
tells you the foods we are asking not to be
provided.
Our aim is for every child to have a healthy lunch at
school, but ultimately we hope the children will learn
how to select healthy foods for themselves.

Attendance
Children with high attendance
achieve more. This is because they
can build on their learning
progressively.

Whilst children do sometimes have
to be off of school because of
illness, please do not book holidays
during term-time. Holidays will not
be authorised.

Metacognition
“Thinking about thinking” – developing children’s skills and attitudes as learners so they
can problem solve, be independent and feel equipped to tackle challenges.
Metacognition is about encouraging children to take responsibility for their own learning
and to become more self-motivated as a result.
All skills and attitudes are displayed in the classroom and will be linked in to lessons.
Children will be given a token when they display a skill or attitude in the classroom, in
their work or around the school/ in the playground.

When children receive 3 tokens for each skill and attitude, they will receive a sticker on
their record card which will be presented in assembly.

House points
• House points are awarded for a
variety of things, including anything
that matches our RESPECT rules.
• Weekly totals are given in assembly
and a trophy is awarded to the
winning house each term with a
chance to win the house shield at the
end of the year.
• Every point counts!

